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DaCS™ Bulletin – Version 3.6 release 
 
ABB Engineering Services, in conjunction with Finsbury Solutions Limited, are 
pleased to report the release of DaCS™ Version 3.6. 
 
DaCS™ is an add-on to Microsoft® Excel that allows customers to continue to use 
their own spreadsheets within a secure and audit trailed environment.  DaCS™ is the 
world leader in regulated industries and is the software of choice in the Life Sciences 
Industry to ensure Microsoft® Excel compliance with FDA 21 CFR Part 11 
regulations.  
 
Microsoft® Excel 2007 has changed considerably in both underlying structure and 
outward appearance to the end user. The most obvious change can be seen below. 
With Excel 2007 the Ribbon is the new method for accessing options and resources 
within Excel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DaCS 2007 running in Microsoft® Excel 2003 and Microsoft® Excel 2007. 
 
Just like with previous versions of DaCS functionality within Excel 2007 has been 
disabled during operation. The Ribbon is controlled via an additional file loaded by 
DaCS during start-up and this determines which items are available during operation.  
 

 
 
Printing of DaCS controlled files is now accessible via the DaCS menu when running 
in Excel 2007. 
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This version of DaCS™ has been developed to provide compatibility with 
Microsoft® Excel 2007, whilst maintaining backwards compatibility with Microsoft® 
Excel 2003/XP; as a result spreadsheets created in Excel 2007 can be opened in 
previous versions of Excel either via DaCS™ or just native Excel.  
 
This version incorporates enhanced functionality to support integration with Active 
Directory; giving DaCS™ the opportunity to force users to enter a password each 
time they start or have users login without a password being entered. 
 

 
 
This version retains the capability to fully integrate with a variety of computer 
systems found in the Life Sciences Industry; such as HPLC and LIMS; with the added 
bonus of those systems being able to output to a Microsoft® Excel 2007 compatible 
spreadsheet. 
 
The Audit Trail Search 
option from the DaCS™ 
menu has been enhanced 
to ensure users can 
control the amount of data 
that is loaded into the 
window for ease of use 
and performance.  
 
The Audit Trail Search 
window can be used to 
give details for the entire 
spreadsheet or a single 
cell. 
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The existing ABB documentation set has been updated to include all of the necessary 
validation material for rapid implementation of the DaCS™ product. Updated User 
and Administration manuals are available with the newly update installation 
programme. 
 
Version 3.6 is now available for supply to all new and existing customers.  ABB 
Engineering Services are in the process of contacting their client base to discuss 
upgrading to the new version. 
 
ABB Engineering Services, as part of ABB Global Consulting, provides technical 
services to improve performance in the areas of compliance, operations and 
engineering to customers in the chemical, petrochemical, oil & gas, power, 
pharmaceutical, metals and consumer industries worldwide. 
 

Formed in 2006 Finsbury Solutions Limited has 
established itself as a premier supplier of 
spreadsheet control solutions to the financial 

services and corporate sectors. With its acquisition of Compassoft in 2008, Finsbury 
has further consolidated its market position and now provides the industry’s most 
comprehensive set of enterprise class spreadsheet and End User Computing control 
software. 
 
For further information and details on DaCS™ and ABB Engineering Services’  
portfolio of spreadsheet compliance solutions, please contact: 
 
David Harrison.  
ABB Global Consulting 
Office: +44 (0)1207 544106    
Mobile: +44 (0)7957 635046 
e-mail: david.harrison@gb.abb.com   
Web :  http://www.abb.com/service/seitp335/e61f5b80d5f06720c125751d003aff4d.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DaCS is a registered Trademark of Finsbury Solutions Limited.  
Microsoft® is a registered trademark of the Microsoft Corporation. 


